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Introduction to Higher Education

Of every 100 ninth graders, only 22 will graduate from an institute of higher education. It is important for
students and parents to start thinking of college as soon as possible. It is never too early to plan. Be
supportive of school and education now while your child is in elementary school. It helps encourage your child
to set goals of higher education. Education opens a door to endless possibilities for your child.

Throughout this packet, you will find valuable information that can and should be applied now while your child
is still in elementary school to prepare for his or her higher education. The goal of this College Preparatory
Packet is to start the thought process in parents about higher education for their children. Inside, you will find
information broken up by grade level describing where you and your child should be in the higher education
planning process.

What is Higher Education?
Higher education is defined as any education beyond high school graduation. This includes:

Public four-year colleges and universities

These are usually state-supported schools offering associate degrees, bachelor’'s degrees, master’s degrees,
and graduate degrees in many fields.

Benefits of attending include: lower tuition rates, variety of degree programs, and school recognition.
Examples include: University of lllinois, Chicago State University

Average tuition: $6,500 per year

Private four-year colleges and universities

These are funded by donors and alumni. They rely on fees, gifts, and tuition to raise money, which is why they
tend to be more expensive.

Benefits of attending include: smaller classes and more one-on-one attention.

Examples include: University of Chicago, Loyola University

Average tuition: $30,334 per year

Two-year community colleges, junior colleges, technical and vocational schools

Offer certificates and associate degrees in specific career fields, as well as degrees that may transfer into
bachelor's degree programs. Also offer various programs in automotive services, skilled trades and many
others.

Benefits of attending: costs less than a four-year university, accessible and affordable training for many
different fields, easy to transfer credits to a 4 year university, living at home.

Examples include: Highland Community College, Black Hawk College

Average tuition: $3,000 per year
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Why Higher Education?

The National Bureau of Labor Statistics reported nearly 1.1 million new jobs became available to college
graduates, while two million jobs disappeared during the same time period for non-college graduates.

An associate or bachelor’s degree is required for six of the ten occupations projected to grow the fastest
between now and 2012.

Nine of the 10 fastest-growing occupations are health or computer (information technology) occupations,
which often require post-high school education.

According to the Census Bureau, over an adult's working life, high school graduates earn an average of $1.2
million and bachelor's degree holders earn about $2.1 million.

From 2000 to 2005, The Great Lakes region lost one-third of the nation’s manufacturing jobs. Many think
that even if the manufacturing industry recovers, many of the jobs that do not require specialized skills or an
advanced degree will never return.

With higher education, your child can:

Develop a greater knowledge of the world around him or her.
A college education will increase your child’s ability to understand developments in science and in society, as
well as the ability to make wise decisions. These skKills are useful both on and off the job.

Make more money.

A person with a four-year college degree earns approximately $20,000 more per year than a person who did
not go to college. Someone with a two-year associate degree also tends to earn more than a high school
graduate.

Have greater potential.

A college education can help increase your child’s knowledge of the community, nation, and the world - as he
or she explores interests, discovers new areas of knowledge, considers lifelong goals, and becomes a
responsible citizen.

“Coll ege is a place where kids | e aFr little buddp, Natré Dmamet

Have more job opportunities.

In your child’s life, more and more jobs will require education beyond high school. With some form of higher
education, your child will have more jobs from which to choose.

“ would | i ke to be a t ealhligtlebuddyyePaaw doct or and

Help the community

If your child attends a college or university that has a chapter of College Mentors for Kids, he or she can give
back by becoming a mentor, helping elementary students of the future.

“ | ove hedllebudgly, fineioStatee ”
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Higher Education: Myth vs. Reality

Myth: No one in my family has gone to college - my child does not have to go.

Reality: After high school, your child may have 40 or 50 years of employment ahead of him or her. Many
changes will occur in the job market during this time. A college education will give your child more options for
the long term. Many of today’s jobs which require only a high school diploma may no longer exist a few years
from now. Higher education prepares your child for the job market of the future, not the present or past.

Myth: Your child needs to start planning for college his or her junior year of high school.

Reality: No! While some students may wait this late to do certain things like visiting potential colleges or
taking the SATs, there are other things that should never wait this long. For example, high school course
selections and grades represent the single most important consideration in most colleges’ admissions
decisions. High school course decisions are made sometimes as early as the middle school years. There are
many things you can do while your child is young to prepare him or her for higher education. Financial
planning, saving for college, and finding out which colleges will be affordable should be done well before the
junior year.

Myth: My child can make a good living without higher education.

Reality: There is no doubt that some people have done well without a college degree. However, a college
graduate will earn on average about a million dollars more than a high school graduate in his or her lifetime.
For most people, college pays.

Myth: To make it in today’s world, you need a four-year college degree.

Reality: Someone with a four-year degree may have more career options, but there are many satisfying and
good-paying jobs that are possible with certain technical or two-year degrees. Start with the fields that are of
interest to your child and learn what kind of education is required and what job opportunities are in those
areas. Then get the degree your child needs for the career your child wants.

Myth: It really doesn’t matter if my child waits a year or two to go to college.

Reality: Many students, who do not go to college right after high school, never get around to it. Others bring
great experience to the college when they enroll because of what they did with the time off from school. It is
wise for a student to apply to colleges of interest during his or her senior year, just like any other student. He
or she can then ask a college to defer enroliment for a year or two, if the student needs time away. Most
colleges will hold the offer of admission, especially if the student has plans that will make the student even
more interesting or valuable as a member of the campus community.

CAUTION: If the student works during this time away, the income of the student (if substantial) may hinder his
or her need-based financial aid eligibility when he or she goes back to school. Because the student will in

College Mentors for Kids, Inc. 6



many cases still qualify as a dependent student, only a small amount of the income will be protected under
the federal formula. Amounts beyond that can hurt financial aid eligibility.

Myth: The college or university with the lowest price will be the most affordable.

Reality: Not necessarily! Some of the colleges with a high “sticker price” have raised significant amounts of
money for scholarships from their graduates and friends. As a result, they have more money to give to
students in the form of scholarships, which reduces the “sticker price.” After taking financial aid into
consideration, a seemingly more expensive college may be more affordable than a college with a lower
“sticker price.”

Tip: Find out what kinds of scholarship options are available at the colleges your child is considering.

Myth: There isn’t a lot of financial aid available, and what is available only goes to a few of the very best
students.

Reality: Not true! During the 2008-2009 academic school year, over $144 billion dollars in financial aid was
awarded. The vast majority of this money was given out by the federal government through grant, loan and
work-study programs. Colleges’ own grants and scholarships comprise roughly 20% of all financial aid and
states funds help as well by contributing over $6 billion to the pot. That’s a lot of money for a lot of students.
In fact, over 70% of students nationally receive some kind of financial aid.

Myth: Students today have so much loan debt that it doesn’t make sense to pay a lot to go to college.

Reality: Most students who have huge loan debt usually have either done a poor job of finding a college
where their family’s financial aid works well, or they made a decision to take on that kind of loan debt so they
can attend a particular college. The goal for most families is to find in advance schools that will be financially
reasonable for them; usually by using a published financial aid estimator to understand where they fall under
the federal formula for financial aid.

Myth: | don’t have the money and can’t afford to take out loans to pay for my child’s college, even if he or she
wanted to go.

Reality: Almost all students today can get low-rate education loans to help them pay for college, and
education loans typically do not have to be paid back until a student is out of school. The average loan debt
of undergraduate students today is roughly $20,000 - that’s less than the cost of most new cars! A car lasts
for a few years. A college education lasts a lifetime.
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Eliminate the Money Question

College can be an exciting and scary time in a child and parent’s life. To make the transition easier during the
high school years - especially your child’s senior year - here are some financial tips to make sure you are
ahead of the game.

Ways to Save

1)

9)

Visit a local bank or investment advisor. Talk to a financial advisor about options that work best for
your situation, even if it's only saving $5 or $10 each month.

Pay yourself first. Take a percentage off the top of your paycheck before paying your bills. If automatic
payroll deduction is available through your work, join this program.

When you get a raise, increase the amount you save by keeping the percentage the same.

Pay cash when you can. It is more difficult to part with cash. When paying with a credit card, it is easy
to buy nonessentials.

Keep your child involved. Encourage your son or daughter to put money in a piggy bank every day.
Nothing is too small to save, and it does add up.

Start now! Due to the large amount of money involved, funding a college education is a significant
undertaking. Don’t ignore this goal, hoping that financial aid will pick up the bulk of the cost. It's
important to start saving now for your child’s college education.

Explore the costs/ Estimate what you'll need: The amount can vary depending on what type of higher
education that you and your child are looking at. Don’t rule out any schools because of cost. More
expensive schools can often offer more aid than less costly schools.

Decide whether you want to save in your name or your child’s name. If you expect to qualify for
financial aid, you may prefer saving in your name, since approximately 5.6 percent of your savings
must be used to help pay for college expenses, while 35 percent of your child’s savings must be used.

Saving money is the best way to prepare for the costs of college. Begin by setting aside a certain
amount every month or each payday. Make saving a part of your monthly routine. For example, if you
spend $10 a week on diapers, try setting aside that amount in a college fund when your child no
longer requires diapers. Opening a savings account with an interest rate at 6 percent will increase the
amount to $18,000 in 12 years and over $28,000 in 16 years. (Fill out the Estimate your Costs Chart
on page 10.)

It may not be possible to save a lot every month, but the most important thing to remember is that it is never
too late. Even a few dollars a week makes a difference.
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lllinois Saving Programs for Higher Education

Coverdell Education Savings Account - Parents who earn less than $110,000 per year can save $2,000 per
year in a Coverdell Education Savings Account (formerly known as an Education IRA) for any child who is
younger than 18. Families pay no taxes on the earnings, as long as the money is used for educational
expenses. For more information, talk with a financial advisor.

The Tax Payer Relief Act of 2001 - allows penalty-free withdrawals for the educational purpose from savings
in a regular IRA or Roth IRA. For information, talk with a financial advisor.

529 College Savings plan - Parents may open an account at www.collegechoiceplan.com. You can either
open the account online or print and fill out the necessary paperwork. It is a tax-exempt college savings plan.
It will have little to no effect on your child’s financial aid eligibility. The account balance of your 529 savings
plan is not included as an asset for lllinois state financial aid purposes. Investment options that you can
choose from include an age-based portfolio, a growth portfolio, a growth and income portfolio, a balanced
portfolio, a money market portfolio, an equity index portfolio, and a bond portfolio. For more information, talk
with a financial advisor or contact:

CollegeChoice 529 Investment Plan

Mail Suite Oh1-1235

1111 Polaris Parkway

Columbus, OH 43271-1235

Phone: 1-866-400-PLAN (1-866-400-7526)
www.collegechoiceplan.com

UPromise - Upromise is a free service designed to help families save for college. It's simple: you'll save when
you shop for the things you need.

With Upromise, thousands of companies will help you save for your child's college education. You can save
when you shop online, at your favorite stores, or at the grocery or drug store. You can save when you travel,
dine out, and more. Register your credit cards once with Upromise and every time you use one of them at a
participating company you'll get a percentage of your spending back into your Upromise account -
automatically. For more information, visit www.upromise.com.

Financial Aid Estimating Tool

The U.S. Department of Education has recently launched the FAFSA4caster, an online tool designed to help
students and families financially prepare and plan for college. The site provides students with an early
estimate of their eligibility for federal financial aid, including Pell grants.
http://www.federalstudentaid.ed.gov/

Finding a Financial Advisor for College Saving
Ask family, friends, and colleagues about potential financial advisor candidates. Each potential advisor

should be ready to answer any questions that you have, as well as explain his or her approach to investments
and savings. You may also go to a local bank and ask about their financial advising services.
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How Much Should You Save?

Saving $10,000 for your child's college tuition in a regular savings account
(Assuming a reasonable 4 percent interest rate)

Age Monthly Savings | Principal Interest Earned | Total Earned
(years to save) Savings

Newborn $32 $6,912 $3,221 $10,133
(18)

Age 4 $45 $7,560 $2,586 $10,146
(14)

Age 8 $68 $8,160 $1,886 $10,046
(10)

Age 12 $124 $8,928 $1,177 $10,105
(6)

Age 16 $401 $9,624 $411 $10,035
(2)

Estimate your costs example

1. How old is your child?

2. How many years to higher education?
(18 minus age of child).

3. Annual higher education cost:

4. Future total cost:
(Yearly cost times number of years to complete higher education).

5. Target savings per year:
(Number 4 divided by number 2).

6. Target savings per month:
(Number 5 divided by 12 months).

NOTE: This doesn’t include tuition increases (about six percent per year). For a more exact figures, look at the
College Board Web site at www.collegeboard.com/paying.

In addition to savings you can use to pay for college, there are other options.

Grants and scholarships are awards that do NOT need to be paid back and are often called gift aid. Grants
and scholarships may be based on financial need or on a student’s merit or special talents.

Loans are money you borrow for your education. You will pay back your loan with interest. Interest is the cost
of borrowing money. It is simply the charge for using the loaned money.

Federal Work-Study student employment is money that you earn as part of your financial aid. Each year,
nearly $63 billion is awarded in financial aid nationally.

Other financial aid resources are in the Appendix on page 36.
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Financial Aid Timeline
Senior year of high school

August / September
° Complete scholarship search via library resources or the Internet.

October / November
° Create a schedule of financial aid deadlines for yourself.

December / January
° Obtain all financial aid forms that may be required by your intended schools.
¢ Attend high school financial aid nights.
¢ Continue your scholarship search.
° Parents should compile income tax information and complete taxes early to facilitate FAFSA (Free
Application for Federal Student Aid) completion.
° Complete, copy and submit FAFSA after January 1 but before March 10 to maximize your financial
aid options.

February / March
° Be sure you have submitted all required financial aid forms by the March 1 priority deadline.
Attend College Goal Sunday for assistance w/FAFSA. More information can be found at their web-
site: http://www.collegegoalsunday.org/
° Receive your Student Aid Report (SAR) about four weeks after you submit your FAFSA and review it
to make sure everything is correct.

April / May
° Sign and return financial aid forms.
° Receive financial aid packages and compare them to each other.
¢ Contact admissions and financial aid offices of schools whose enroliment/aid you have decided to
decline.
° Complete loan applications.

June / July
° Complete any remaining financial aid forms.

Financial aid checklist

If possible, start the financial aid process a year before you plan to attend college. Ask colleges you are
interested in attending for admission and financial aid application forms. Then:
Have your Social Security and driver's license numbers ready.
Attend high school financial aid nights.
Call the Financial Aid Awareness Month Hotline (1-800-992-2076) in February. Financial aid
advisers will be available to answer questions.

College Mentors for Kids, Inc. 11
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Applying for Financial Aid: FAFSA

There is a standard procedure that everyone must follow to apply for financial aid. This process starts in
January and is separate from applying for admission to college. High school students should fill out FAFSA
(Free Application for Federal Student Aid)forms after January 1st of their senior year and before June 30th.
The application is free.

The first step in the financial aid process to be eligible for federal, state and institutional aid is to file the
FAFSA. FAFSA comes in two versions: paper or electronic. A paper FAFSA can be picked up beginning in
January of each year for the following year's financial aid. Check your high school guidance office, local library
or financial aid office for a form or call 1-800-4-FED-AID (433-3243). You send the FAFSA form to the Federal
Student Aid Information Center P.O. Box 84 Washington, DC 20044-0084. The Center will send you a Student
Aid Report (SAR) after your application has been processed. The information provided on the SAR allows the
college financial aid office to award grants, scholarships, loans and employment opportunities.

You can also file the FAFSA electronically using FAFSA on the Web at www.fafsa.ed.gov. It comes in two
formats: interview-based (where you are asked a number of questions) and form-based (looks like a paper
FAFSA on the screen). FAFSA on the Web includes online help and instructions, and internal edits that help
prevent errors when filing the form. You can save your application to work on later. Filling the FAFSA out
electronically can reduce processing time by one to two weeks.

Contact the Financial Aid Offices at schools you may attend to find out about institutional financial aid. DO
NOT BE INTIMIDATED ABOUT CONTACTING FINANCIAL AID OFFICERS. THEY ARE PAID TO HELP YOU AND THEY
WANT TO HELP YOU, YOU JUST NEED TO CALL OR GO IN! They can be very busy, so be persistent!

Education Lenders

The FAFSA offers three different forms of aid: scholarships opportunities, grants, and loans. Many of the loans
will be taken out through lenders who have special repayment plans. These lenders are called Educational
Lenders. Each of these lenders offers special repayment plans for only a selection of the college loans the
government supports and usually has an abnormally low interest rate. Payments typically are not required
until the student has graduated. A few notable lenders include Sallie Mae, USA Funds, and Citibank Student
Loans. For more information on educational lenders and government loans visit
http://www.finaid.org/loans/educationlenders.phtml

Expected Family Contribution

The federal processor uses your FAFSA data and federally mandated formulas to calculate your Expected
Family Contribution. The Expected Family Contribution is not an estimate of how much extra cash you have on
hand. It is part of educational expenses that the government determines you can afford. You are expected to
pay for college expenses to the best of your ability.

Scholarships

Scholarships are another way that higher education can be paid for. For a listing of scholarship resources,
look in the Other Resources and Programs section of this packet.

In addition to online resources, individual colleges, universities, and higher education institutes often give
scholarships. Please check with your child’s individual school for more information.

Watch for scholarship scams

Many companies - some legitimate, some not - claim they can find scholarships or lists of scholarships for
individual students. These companies usually charge an advance fee of a few to several hundred dollars.

College Mentors for Kids, Inc. 12


http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.finaid.org/loans/educationlenders.phtml

Keep in mind the resources to search for financial aid are available to you for free, either in books at your
library or guidance counselor's office and from databases on the Internet.

Check with these organizations if you have questions about scholarship search companies that have

contacted you:

o Federal Trade Commission http://www.ftc.gov
o National Fraud Information Center 1-800-876-7060 or www.fraud.org

State Aid

The State of lllinois offers the following awards. For most of the awards, you and your parents must be lllinois
residents, graduate from high school or have a GED, attend an eligible lllinois college or university, and apply
for financial aid by the March 1st deadline.

lllinois National Guard Grant (ING)

If you are a member of the lllinois National Guard, you may be eligible to receive the lllinois National Guard
grant. This grant can pay for tuition and certain fees for undergraduate or graduate study at lllinois two- or
four- year public colleges.

lllinois Veteran Grant (IVG)

If you serve at least one year of full-time, active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces, completely your initial terms of
obligation, and are honorably discharged, you may be eligible for the lllinois Veteran Grant Program. This
program pays tuition and certain fees for undergraduate or graduate study at any lllinois public college,
university or community college.

Grants Program for Dependents of Police or Fire Officers

If you are the spouse or child of an lllinois police or fire officer who was killed or became at least 90 percent
disabled in the line of duty, you may be eligible for the Grant Program for Dependents of Police or Fire
Officers. This grant provides assistance toward college tuition and mandatory fees for undergraduate or
graduate study at an ISAC-approved lllinois college. You do not need to be an lllinois resident at the time of
enroliment to receive this grant. You may receive the equivalent of eight semesters or 12 quarters of
assistance.

Grant Program for Dependents of Corrections Officers

If you are the spouse or child of a State of lllinois Department of Corrections officer who was killed or became
at least 90 percent disabled in the line of duty, you may be eligible for the Grant Program for Dependents of
Correctional Officers. This grant provides assistance toward college tuition and mandatory fees for
undergraduate or graduate study at an ISAC-approved lllinois college. You do not need to be an lllinois
resident at the time of enroliment to receive this grant. You may receive the equivalent of eight semesters or
12 quarters of assistance.
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Other aid programs

Aid not based on a student's financial need includes private and college scholarships awarded for merit,
college major or special talents; veterans benefit programs; workforce development; vocational rehabilitation;
and employer aid programs.

AmeriCorps-NCCC

The AmeriCorps-NCCC program is a 10-month residential national service program intended for 18- to 24-
year olds. Participants in the program help meet the nation's critical needs in the areas of education, public
safety, the environment and other human needs. AmeriCorps participants receive an education award for
college tuition or funds to help repay education loan debt after one year of service. Students can apply for
AmeriCorps before or after attending college. For information, call AmeriCorps at 1-800-942-2677 or visit the
Web site at www.americorps.org.

AmeriCorps-VISTA

VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) participants work to fight illiteracy, improve health services, create
businesses, increase housing opportunities or bridge the digital divide. The VISTA program offers numerous
benefits and opportunities to college graduates with outstanding student loans. For information, call VISTA at
1-800-942-2677 or visit the Web site at www.americorps.org/vista/index.html.

AmeriCorps Direct

Members enrolled in the VYCC-AmeriCorps National Direct Program focus approximately half of their service
on conservation efforts and half on emergency and disaster education, preparedness, and response. This 10-
month program is residential, and room, board, a living stipend, and health insurance are provided.
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What Parents Can Do to Prepare Their Child for Success in School

One of the most important things that you can do to help your child’s college career is encourage reading -
especially during the summer months. Children who read as little as 15 minutes per day during the summer
can advance their reading levels. The more a child reads during vacation breaks, the greater their potential
for advancement. Reading four to five books has significantly larger effects than reading three or fewer
books. Children who do not read during the summer months can slide back by two months, or lose roughly 22
percent of the reading skills learned in the previous school year.

What can | do to help my child get ready for college?

No matter what grade they are in, you can do the following:

e Talk about college and tell your child that you believe in them and that you are committed to helping
them make their dream come true.

e Getinvolved. Visit the school, attend meetings, and talk with your child’s teachers and counselors.

e You are the expert on your child. Share this information with their teachers. Let them know how your
child learns best and if they have special needs.

e Ask your child about school. Review their report cards. Praise them when they do well, and if they are
having trouble, ask the teacher what you can do to help. Ask for help finding them a mentor or tutor.

e Encourage your child to be involved in school and community activities. Go to the library together. Give
them a quiet place to study and help them with their homework.

e Save a little money regularly to show your child that you are planning for their future. Even pocket
change helps build a "college fund."

e Visit a college campus together. Explore careers with your child. Ask a trusted college graduate to talk
with your child about why college is important and how it changed their life.

o If your child is still in elementary school, read to them and let them read to you.

e If your child is already in middle school, talk to the school counselor to make sure they are taking
classes that are needed for college admittance. These programs not only help students succeed when
they reach college, they are sometimes required for some financial aid programs.

e If your child is already in high school, talk to the school counselor to make sure your student is taking
classes that are needed for college admittance. Don’t let your child choose the minimum graduation
program.

First-Fourth Grade Guide to Higher Education

The early elementary school years are some of the most important in a child’s life, not only for educational
purposes, but also for growth and development.

School-aged children learn that success is based on practice, which helps explain their intensity and
persistence as they work on building skills. At the same time, children develop an inner sense of right and
wrong, so that they approve of themselves when they do something right, or resist a bad impulse and feel
guilty when they do something wrong. A child then will gradually begin to take personal responsibility for their
behavior. A child of this age will also learn more about the difference between fantasy and reality. The child
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will begin to make clear differences between fantasy and reality, thought and actions, and his thoughts and
feelings from the thoughts and feelings of others.

Your child will also become more social. He or she will move into the social world of peers, and this is where
his or her self-esteem and view of self are built. They will also become aware that they will be evaluated by
the skills they develop. They realize that they must learn to read and write and become proficient at organized
games and sports.

Because of their rapid growth and development, it is essential to teach the value of higher education to your
children at a young, impressionable age.

What to expect from your FIRST-GRADER
They are...

Beginning to understand their own uniqueness and are gaining an awareness of their own feelings.
Beginning to learn how to participate in groups, but still have an egocentric focus and desire to be the
center of attention.

Still learning the basics of reading and writing. Avoid doing activities with your child that would require
them to do a lot of independent reading and writing.

Making more detailed observations of the natural world around them with the increase of their
vocabulary and experience.

Gradually increasing ability to put thoughts and feelings into words.

Experiencing physical changes such as strength and muscle coordination improving may develop skills
in more complex activities, such as playing basketball or dancing.

Beginning to perform multiple tasks at once.

How to prepare your FIRST-GRADER for higher education

Start saving - this is an essential part of higher education planning. It is never too early to start
planning. Encourage your child to have a piggy bank to help teach them about saving and spending
money. For more financial tips, see the earlier section entitled “Eliminate the Money Question.”

Watch your child and take note of his or her natural interests, curiosities and abilities. Casually discuss
the kinds of careers and professions that are related to those.

Get involved with your child’s school work. You remain the most influential person in the development
of your child’s goals and dreams. Help make school fun and interesting for your child.

A Ask your child what he or she learned at school that day, and what he or she enjoyed at school.

Communicate with your child’s teacher. It is important to build a strong relationship with your child’s
teacher because he or she can provide you with valuable information about your child’s education and
behavior. They also can provide great resources for furthering education.

Keep track of your child’'s homework assignments. Even if there are not any specific assighments, find
out how you can stay informed about what your child is doing in school so you can help at home.

Begin to help your child to develop good study habits.

Have your child participate in the summer reading program at the local library.
Read to your child.

Talk to your child about your job and the skills you use there.

Set a bedtime and breakfast routine each evening and morning so your child is ready to learn at
school each day.
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What to expect from your SECOND-GRADER
They are...

Experiencing rapid increase in reading and speaking vocabularies. Give them the opportunities to learn
new words and use them in an appropriate context.

Learning how to build relationships with others. Encourage positive group interaction and cooperation by
opening them up to it.

Developing a simple understanding of life, earth, and physical sciences. Allow them to explore and
experiment with their surroundings.

Developing a greater understanding of reason, responsibility, and the concept of cause and effect. Use
the “if...then” statement. Exercise their thinking regarding consequences. Ex: What will happen if more
people see posters saying that college is fun?

More mature and developing a logical way of thinking.
Becoming able to consider several parts to a problem or situation.

How to prepare your SECOND-GRADER for higher education

e Volunteer at your child’s school as a classroom assistant or help with an activity.

o Keep communicating with your child’s teacher. Find the best way to communicate with your child’s
teacher. Is it e-mail? Written notes? Phone calls? Introduce yourself to your child’s teacher early in
each school year, and establish which form of communication is best for both you and your child’s
teacher.

e Be supportive of school and education. Your child is at an age where he or she is very
impressionable. A negative attitude from your past experiences in school can negatively impact your
child’s education. Be his or her biggest fan.

e Talk about different career possibilities.

e Practice writing at home: letters, journal entries, e-mail messages and grocery lists are all writing
opportunities. Show that writing is an effective form of communication and that you write for a variety
of purposes.

e Keep track of homework assignments. Some teachers now give parents a number to call for a
recorded message of that day’s homework assignments; others put the information on the Internet. If
your school doesn’t offer these features, talk to the teacher about how you can make sure you are
getting this information.

A Homework could include reading, writing, addition/subtraction, telling time, counting money,
and counting to 100.

e Set aside a special area with no distractions to allow your child to study.

e Have your child participate in the summer reading program at the local library.
e Keep saving money!

e Read to your child.

What to expect from your THIRD-GRADER
They are...

Beginning to internalize the concept of choices and consequences. Help them recognize how choices
impact the topic. For example, how does a basketball player get to be the best he/she can be?

Focusing on cause and effect in the natural world regarding simple scientific investigations. Encourage
“If....then....” statements.

Have a more developed reading and writing competency. Should be able to primarily complete writing
activities alone.
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Learning how to appreciate local history and national figures.
Ordering objects in a logical sequence.

Increasing awareness of identity - personal characteristics, gender expectations, racial and ethnic
identity.

Telling an organized story.

Developing new skills in problem solving and other intellectual tasks.

How to prepare your THIRD-GRADER for higher education

Talk to your child about what he or she is learning in school.

Continue to communicate with your child’s teacher. Your child spends most of his or her time at
school. Get to know the teacher that is educating your son or daughter.

Ask questions like: How is my child doing in school? What is his or her behavior like? What are his or
her strong points? Weaknesses to work on?

Continue to be supportive of your child’s schooling, as well as of his or her goals and aspirations for
the future.

Join a parent-teacher organization.

Keep track of homework assighnments. Some teachers now give parents a number to call for a
recorded message of that day’s homework assignments; others put the information on the Internet. If
your school doesn’t offer these features, talk to the teacher about how you can make sure you are
getting this information.

Make math part of everyday life: paying bills, cooking, gardening, even playing games are all good
ways to help your child understand and use mathematics skills. Show that there may be many ways to
get the right answer, and encourage your child to explain his or her method.

Keep encouraging good study habits.

Set time aside to read with your child.

Have your child join the summer reading program at the library.
Keep saving money!

What to expect from your FOURTH-GRADER
They are...

Beginning to assert their independence and greater sense of responsibility. Allow kids to do activities
that allow them to make decisions and independently figure out how to perform tasks.

Learning how to use contextual clues and other resources to figure out the meanings of words and
concepts they do not understand. Give kids the opportunities to discover the meanings of new topics
they don’t understand - clues in their surroundings, encyclopedias, newspapers, etc.

Able to understand the concept of technology and the basic ideas of how complex things work. Allow
them the opportunity to think of ways to solve problems or come up with answers.

How to prepare your FOURTH-GRADER for higher education:

If your child graduates from College Mentors for Kids at the end of elementary school, enroll him or her
in the local Big Brothers Big Sisters program. There is often a waiting list, so apply early!

Keep in contact with your child’s teacher. Attend all parent-teacher conferences, and go prepared with
guestions and comments. Make sure you and your child’s teacher get the most out of the conference.

Talk to your child about what he or she is learning in school. Tell them about your job and how you use
the things you’ve learned in school.
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e Keep encouraging your child to study. Create a place where your child can study for at least a half-hour
after school. Instilling this at a young age will make it easier to study as a child goes through his or her
education.

e Read! Reading is the foundation for all learning - and making sure your child has developed good
reading habits and skills is one of the most important contributions you can make to your child’s
education. Read to your young child, encourage your older child to read to you and spend time
together as a family to read.

e Talk about potential career possibilities for your child.

o Keep track of homework assignments. Some teachers now give parents a number to call for a
recorded message of that day’s homework assignments; others put the information on the Internet. If
your school doesn’t offer these features, talk to the teacher about how you can make sure you are
getting this information.

o Keep saving money! Your child will start college in eight years!
e Have your child participate in the summer reading program at the local library.

Fifth-Eighth Grade Guide to Higher Education

Middle school is an important transition period from elementary school to high school. Continue to be an
important resource for your child.

e Show interest in what your child is doing for school.

o Keep encouraging great study habits. High school will be a change for your middle school
student, so make sure he or she is on the right track by having a quiet place for your child to
study at least one hour an evening.

e Keep encouraging great reading skKills. Set aside family reading time; read separately, but in
the same room.

e Recommend books you enjoyed when you were their age.
e Encourage children to read aloud to others.
o Keep encouraging practice in math and writing as well.

e Encourage your child to participate in extracurricular activities, sports, clubs, and community
service, etc.

e Make sure your child has signed up to take pre-algebra so they are prepared for high school
math classes.

What to expect from your FIFTH-GRADER

They are...
e Beginning to develop their interests in depth
e Networking, connecting, and talking to peers more
e Defining their identity and their various roles in life

How to prepare your FIFTH-Grader for Higher Education
e Help your child discover what he or she loves to do. Whether it's playing sports, building models, or
playing an instrument, your child’s interests say a lot about what career he or she might pursue.
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Help your child find out more about the kinds of the jobs that interest him or her. Explore each
interest’s educational requirements, salary, working conditions, future outlook, and anything else that
can help you decide what’s best.

Allow your child to compare his or her skills with the positions of interests. The closer the match of
your child’s skills and interests, the better the career may be for him or her.

What to expect from your SIXTH-GRADER
They are...

seeking greater peer interactions and activities
looking forward to having more choices
having harder work in school

How to prepare your SIXTH-GRADER for higher education

Get ahead with Pre-Algebra or check to see if your child can take Algebra in 7t grade

Encourage your child to challenge themselves with honors courses

Help your child achieve good study habits and maintain high grades

Revisit what your child wants to do. Children at this stage change their minds often, so explore their
ideas often.

Encourage reading. Now is the time to encourage reading and research as it will be an integral part of
your child’s future.

Start learning about different financial aid programs from guidance counselors or teachers. In
addition to continuing to save, you and your child should look for potential financial aid. It is never too
early to secure money for your child’s future!

Encourage your child to participate in various activities like: trying out for a play, joining a sport,
singing in the choir, learning how to play an instrument, volunteering for a cause, becoming a part of
the yearbook staff or newspaper staff, or joining a club. Today, colleges are looking for well rounded
people. So, start encouraging your child to do various activities in addition to school.

What to expect from your SEVENTH-GRADER
They are...

developing a growing sense of intuition and insight into self and others
spirited and enthusiastic

exercising increased self-control

increasingly self-reliant

How to prepare your SEVENTH-GRADER for higher education

Check into getting ahead with Algebra or Geometry
Have your child consider possible leadership positions in the activities they are involved in

Give your child a greater sense of responsibility for his or her choices and decisions. At this age,
children want independence and responsibility. It will teach them self-efficiency and reliability.

Often ask your child “what do you think?” This will allow them to think critically about their lives and
futures.

Find experienced individuals to talk to your child about college. Now is just as important as high
school when discovering the path to higher education. Find someone who has already taken the path
to answer your child’s questions.
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What to expect from your EIGHTH-GRADER
They are...

experiencing high physical energy
continuing to form their self-concept and identity
challenging intellectual, as well as social, authority

How to prepare your EIGHTH-GRADER for higher education

Write out a 4-year plan of what your child would like to see happen each year of high school e.g.
classes, ideal grades, activities, jobs

Explain to your child that their grades in high school matter! They all accumulate to a GPA that is
reviewed for admission and scholarships for colleges.

Brainstorm possible volunteer opportunities because colleges like to see that a student gives back to
their community

Have your child start a journal of everything they do in their four years of high school. This could
include volunteer activities, skills they acquire, individuals to use as references, etc.

Encourage your students to seek leadership opportunities because these positions will look great to
colleges as well as teach your child excellent skills for their future

Have your child consider shadowing a high school student
Pay attention to possible events for high school incoming freshman

Encourage your child to think outside the box. Many eighth graders are rethinking what has been told
to them. Help them think about new things and challenge them with innovative ideas.

Promote good study habits and focus. Now, more than ever, it is important for students in eighth
grade to effectively prepare for college admissions. Classes your child takes at this time can shape
their success in high school.

Talk with your child about paying for college. At this time, you and your child can have a discussion
about money to pay for college. You both may have important information that could make financial
planning and saving easier.

Ninth-Twelfth Grade Guide to Higher Education

lllinois Graduation Requirements
Proposed Proposed Proposed
2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2009
Language Arts 3 years 3 years 4 years
Writing Intensive 2 years 2 years 2 years
Courses
Math/Computer None None None
Technology
Math/Algebra I/ 3 years 3 years 3 years
Geometry
Science 1 year 2 years 2 years
Social Studies/US 2 years 2 years 2 years
History
Music/Art/foreign 1 year 1 year 1 year
language
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Comparing High School Graduation Requirements vs. lllinois University Entrance

Requirements

High School lllinois University Entrance Requirements
Current Proposed ul/uc CSuU WIU
Proposed 2008-2009
Language Arts 3 years 4 years 4 years 4 years 4 years
Writing Intensive None 2 years None None None
Courses
Math/Computer 2 years None None None None
Technology
Math/Algebra I/Geometry None 3 years 3-3.5 years 3 years 3 years
Science 1 Year 2 years 2 years 3 years 3 years
Social Studies/ US 2 Years 2 years 2 years 3 years 3 years
History
Music/ Art/foreign 1 Year 1 year 2 years None 3 years
language
Flex (Includes fine arts) None None 2 years 2 years 2 years

*Chart information attained from The lllinois Business Round Table (IBRT)

High School Timeline

Obviously, high school years are some of the most important years in your child’s life and in preparing for
higher education. Here are some tips to make sure your child stays on the right track through high school.

Freshman Year (9t grade)

Encourage your child to know his or her high school guidance counselor and teachers.

Encourage your child to participate in extracurricular activities, sports, clubs, community
service, etc.

Promote reading outside of school.

Encourage your child to ask questions and seek help with academics or college prep.
Make sure your child is on track to complete graduation requirements.

Make sure your child has signed up to take algebra or geometry.

Help your student sign up for a Social Security number so he or she can apply for financial aid,
college, or a job.

A Social Security Office Administration by calling 1-800-722-1213

A www.ssa.gov/pubs/10002.html

Sophomore Year (10t grade)

Encourage your child to keep in touch with his or her guidance counselor.

Encourage your child to build relationships with teachers for homework help or potential
recommendations.

Promote reading outside of school.

Take the PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test), preliminary version of SAT in the fall.
www.collegeboard.com/counselors/psat/indx000.html

Take the PLAN, the preliminary version of the ACT.

www.act.org/plan/
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Ask school counselor about scholarship and financial aid opportunities.

Attend college fairs.

Request information from potential colleges and visit their Web sites.

Make sure your child’s schedule is following the lllinois graduation requirements.

Junior Year (11t grade)
o Verify that your student is on track for college and take time to discuss
college interests.
e Take the PSAT(Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test), preliminary
version of SAT in the fall.
e Encourage your child to continue doing well in the classroom.
Encourage your child to remain in his or her extracurricular activities taking on more
leadership roles.
Register at school for the SAT | or ACT in the spring.
Ask guidance counselor for books to help prepare for the SAT or ACT.
Begin visiting college campuses with your child.
Encourage child to keep a folder of potential colleges with mailings from
colleges and any notes taken on college visits.
e Begin actively searching for scholarships.

Senior Year (12t grade)
e Encourage your child to collect applications to a variety of colleges and
universities.

e Make a checklist of the admission requirements, transcripts, application

fees, test scores, letters of recommendation, essays, and financial aid.

e Have your child keep track of application deadlines.

Have your child make a list of extracurricular activities sports, clubs,
community service, etc. as well as any academic honors earned.

e Complete application two weeks before deadline and make sure to

proofread.

e Verify high school guidance counselor is sending transcripts and test

scores to potential colleges.

e Help your child fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) required of all applicants for financial aid (obtain from guidance counselor at high
school).

A FAFSA form due at the Federal Processor between
Jan. 1 and March 10.

e Attend College Goal Sunday with your son or daughter. For the date,

times, and location near you, go to www.CollegeGoalSunday.org.

o Re-take SAT | or ACT if your child is not satisfied with his or her scores.

e After receiving letters of acceptance, sit down and decide which college

your child should attend and begin planning for his or her freshman year.

e Review financial aid offers.

After your child chooses his or her college, check deadlines for sending in the required deposit,
housing application, and other information the school may require.

e Make sure final grades are forwarded to the selected college.

The Tests during High School: PSAT, SAT, & ACT
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These tests are used by all college institutes to help assess knowledge as well as testing ability. Though
college acceptance is not totally dependant on these scores, they do influence college admittance committee
decisions. Also, depending on test score, many scholarships and awards are available to students to help
them in their pursuit of higher education.

PSAT

The PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) is the first official step on the
road to college. It assesses skills developed through years of study in a wide range of courses as well as
through experiences outside the classroom.

The PSAT/NMSQT has three parts: Critical Reading, Math, and Writing Skills.

The PSAT is either taken on a Saturday or during the school day depending on your child’s school. Students
can take the PSAT in the fall of their sophomore and junior year. The cost for taking the test is $13.00. Ask
your child’s high school counselor about fee waivers. Register for the PSAT with your child’s high school
counselor.

For test preparation go to: www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/prep.html

SAT
The SAT is a 3 hour and 45-minute test that measures critical reading, mathematical reasoning, and writing
skills that students have developed over time and that they need in order to be successful in college.

The SAT is taken on a Saturday at a local school in your child’s community. Students can take the SAT in the
spring of their junior year or fall of their senior year. The cost for taking the SAT is $45.00. Ask your child’s
high school counselor about fee waivers. Registering for the SAT can be done on-line or by mail. The mail-in
form can be picked up from your child’s high school counselor. The test is offered multiple times throughout
the school year. Information about registration deadlines and test dates can be attained from the Web site
www.collegeboard.com/testing.

For test preparation go to: www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/prep_one/prep one.html

ACT

The ACT is America's most widely accepted college entrance exam. It assesses high school students' general
educational development and their ability to complete college-level work. The ACT is a multiple-choice test
covering skills in the following areas, English, mathematics, reading, and science. The Writing Test is optional,
but measures skills in planning and writing a short essay.

The ACT is taken on a Saturday at a local high school or test center in your child’s community. Students can
take the ACT in the spring of their junior year or fall of their senior year. The cost for the test is $32.00.

For test preparation go to: www.actstudent.org/testprep/

*Fee Waiver Exemptions occur for the following students:

e the student is a member of a family receiving public assistance
e the student is a resident in a federally subsidized public housing project
e the studentis a resident in a foster home

Don'’t let costs stop your son or daughter from taking these tests. Ask the high school
guidance counselor for more information on fee waivers.
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Testing, Testing: What is the ISAT?

ISAT stands for lllinois Standards Achievement Test. The test measures how much your child has learned and
whether or not he or she is on track with his or her grade level. The test covers reading, writing, mathematics,
science, and social science. The test shows where a student needs some extra help, and shows the school if
they are meeting all their state standards of learning.

Grades three through eight participate in ISAT testing in the state of lllinois. Testing occurs in March.

All test sessions are a minimum of 45 minutes in length. Any student who is still taking the test after 45
minutes will be allowed an additional 10 minutes to complete that test session.

What can | do to help my child prepare for the ISAT?

. Help your child keep up with daily work.

. Make sure your child gets a good night's rest during the testing period.

. Eat breakfast the day(s) of the test.

. Get to school a little early.

. Go prepared with two sharpened #2 pencils with erasers.

. Encourage your child to work steadily using time prompts given by teacher.

. Encourage your child to look over his or her answers in that particular section of the test if finished early.

~NOoOOA®WN PR
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Career Options

Many students don’'t know what they want to be when they grow up. In fact, even during higher education,
students can change their major - or focus of study - a few times!

To help your child decide what he or she wants to do, talk to them about their interests. Does your child like
animals? Maybe a veterinarian would be a good job for him or her. Does your child like to take pictures?
Maybe a career as a news photographer would be a good path for him or her.

Invite your child to go to work with you for a day, or arrange a visit at a relative or friend’s job. Expose your
child to as many careers as possible. Have your child take an interest inventory test. The test suggests what
careers your child should pursue based on answers given. Remind your child that it is okay if your child
doesn’t like the careers given in the results. Interest inventories can simply help students explore career
ideas that might not have been thought of as options. Have your child talk with his or her guidance counselor
for more career options.

Drive of Your Life is an interactive career interest test that allows students to “drive” their way through a
virtual life. It is a fun way to allow you child to interact and play the game, as well as learn more about careers
in the mean time. Have your child play the game at www.driveofyourlife.org.

Other Career Inventory Interest Tests

www.careerkey.org

www.learnmoreindiana.org/@parents/parents k2/college and careers/exploring and_choosing/interest in

ventories/

In addition to helping your child find out his or her interests, explore the education requirements of the
careers.

Here is a list of possible careers and their degree requirements:

Career Minimum Degree Required
Paralegal Associate’s Degree

Dental Hygienist Associate’s Degree

Nurse Bachelor’'s Degree
Engineer Bachelor’s Degree
Psychologist Master’s Degree

Lawyer Master’s Degree
Superintendent of schools PhD

Psychiatrist PhD

For more information go to http://www.bls.gov/oco/
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A Guide for Students

College is the best way to turn big plans and big dreams into reality. However, college doesn’t just happen;
you have to work to make it a reality. There are 4 specific steps you need to take along the way to ensure you
know how to go... Remember, it's never too early to start traveling the road to success!

The 4 Steps to College
1. Be a Pain! - Let everyone know that you're going to college and you need their help.

e Neversay | can’t. You can! Don’t take no for an answer and never give up on you dreams.

o Find family support. Even if your parents didn’t go to college they may have valuable experience and
knowledge that can help you on your journey.

o Call on your allies. Ask your teachers and coaches for advice on college. It's their duty to help you
succeed.

e Increase experiences. Find places outside school where you can gain real-world experiences and
information from adults who have been down the road you are traveling.

o Make connections. Connect with family, friends or neighbors who have been to college and ask them
how they got there.

2. Push Yourself! - Work a little harder today to make getting into college even easier.

o Start Early. The road to college doesn’t start junior year. In elementary and middle school having good
study habits, healthy routines and a broad knowledge base sets the tone for the future.

e Lock in requirements. You may not need certain classes to finish high school, but most colleges
require three to four years of math, English, science, and social studies. Plus, most want at least two
years of the same foreign language.

o Meet the challenge. Grades are important, but the tougher the courses you take, the more likely a
college will decide to take you. In general, most colleges prefer students who challenge themselves
with harder courses, even if they earn only average grades, as opposed to those who take easier
courses just to get higher grades.

e Achieve honors. Honors and advanced placement courses are the gold standard for colleges and carry
much more weight than other courses in working out your grade point average.

o Tap into computing. Take courses in computer science or classes that require you to use computers in
researching or completing projects to give you the skills and practice you need to make the grade in
college.

3. Find the Right Fit! - Answer the tough questions to find out what type of school is the best match for you
and your career goals.

e What's the right match? What kind of college can you choose to attend that reflects your goals and
your personality? Do wish to attend a public, private, community, technical, trade or online college?
What is the best match for you?

e Big or small? Do you want to attend a big university with a broader choice of studies and social
activities, but larger lecture classes? Do you want more personal attention and a greater chance to
stand out, but fewer choices? You decide!

o« Home or Away? What’s better - attending a local college versus boarding out of state? Is residence
hall life is an important part of the college experience? Is the less expensive commute from home
important?

e Which major works? What do you like doing most? What do you do best? These questions can
point to the careers you should consider—and what majors can help you reach your career goal.
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e Why do extras matter? What extracurricular activities outside of class will you do — band, science
club, the school newspaper, drama or volunteering at local organizations? How will they help you
discover what your real interests are—and where you're heading?

4. Show me the cash! - If you think you can’t afford college, think again. There is financial aid out there for
you.

e Who gets money? Many more than you might think. Financial aid is awarded based on need or on
merit such as academic achievement, athletics, or other talents. However, you have to apply for aid to
find out what you can receive.

o What kind of money? Grants, scholarships, work-study and student loans are the primary sources of
financial aid out there. You need to find out which kind or combination work best for your needs!

e Where do you look? Colleges expect you and your parents to pay what you can, but schools, state and
federal governments, and private businesses and organizations are also viable sources for financial
aid.

o Is it all free money? Not likely. Most financial aid packages are a mixture of grants that don't need to
be paid back and loans that do. However, most loans don’'t have to be paid back until after you
graduate from college.

e How to apply? Your school guidance counselor can help you! You fill out a Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) which makes you a candidate for all federal student aid. For help online, go to
http://www.collegegoalsundayusa.org/.

o Do deadlines matter? Absolutely! College financial aid goes fast. The earlier you can get in your FAFSA
application and all the other information that colleges asks of you, the sooner you'll receive your
financial aid package. Thus, the more money you are eligible for!

Following these steps will ensure that you are well prepared and fully capable of going to college. With this
knowledge you have received, you are one step closer to reaching those big dreams!

For more information: http://www.knowhow2go.org/
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A Guide for Adult Learners

Your natural curiosity leads you to learn throughout your life. You do this while you read, watch television, talk
with friends and family, pursue hobbies and improve your home. More and more adults are also continuing to
learn in educational settings such as colleges and universities. In fact, according to information from the
Census Bureau and the U. S. Department of Education:

e 25-29 year olds represent over three million part-time students enrolled in degree-granting
institutions.

Returning to School

As you consider pursuing higher education, it's important to think about your goals and what you expect to
gain from more education. Some common reasons adults pursue additional education include:

Career advancement

Job or career change

Increased earning potential
Increased confidence

Personal enjoyment

Meeting people with similar interests

According to an American College Testing survey, which asked students over the age of forty why they
returned to school: 49 percent wanted to become better educated; 47 percent said personal happiness was
their primary motivation; and 33 percent wanted to improve their incomes, to meet job requirements or
improve job skills. As economic and employment conditions continue to change due to global competition
and advances in technology, adults are experiencing increasing demands to develop their skills and
knowledge.

Programs Especially for Adults

Knowing your educational options can help you clarify your academic goals and find programs that will best
meet these goals.

These may include:
e Evening and weekend classes.

o Academic skills classes to help adult students brush up on reading, writing, math, test-taking and
study skills.

o Accelerated degree programs that offer intensive courses to help adults earn degrees in less time
than traditional programs.

e Credit for prior learning (e. g., from previous college or military classes) or for past experience (e. g.,
from knowledge gained on the job and through community activities).

e Credit through examinations such as those offered by the College Level Examination Program (CLEP).

o Shorten your path to a college degree by using the credit-by-examination program (CLEP). CLEP
exams allow you to earn from three to 12 college credits towards your college degree for each
exam you take. CLEP exams give you the opportunity to demonstrate college-level knowledge
you've gained through prior study, independent study or through other courses. Check with the
college you plan to attend before taking CLEP exams to find out about acceptance of CLEP
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exams for credit. More information about CLEP exams can be found at
www.collegeboard.org/clep/.

Colleges and universities may also offer services such as health insurance, child care, tutoring, job placement
and career counseling to help adult students achieve their goals.

Programs that Fit You

To help you select a school and program that meets your goals and needs, rate colleges you are considering
on each of the criteria listed below. Use a scale of 5 (excellent) to 1 (poor) to rate the schools. Pick the school
that fits your needs the best.

You may also want to highlight criteria especially important to you.

Has a degree program that meets my goals.

Classes are taught in ways and at times that work for me.
Professors are available for consultation outside of class.
Good reputation of college / program.

Positive atmosphere for adult students.

Accommodates lifestyle and family concerns (e. g., child care services).
Minimal disruption of career.

College expenses are affordable.

Financial aid and / or tuition payment plans are available.
Campus office hours work for me.

Reasonable admission requirements.

Registration procedures are simple.

Academic advising is available at times that work for me.
Books/ materials are easily obtained.

Library and computer services are accessible to me.
Career center meets my needs.

Enrolling in College

Once you find a program that fits your goals, you need to complete application forms and register for classes.
Some colleges and universities have flexible deadlines, so adults can begin taking classes right away. It may
take several weeks to get all of your paperwork and entrance requirements met, so it's best to plan ahead:

e Contact college admissions and continuing education offices to request an application, financial aid
forms and registration materials, including a course schedule for the next available class term.

e Ask if you are required to take any entrance or placement tests and when these will be offered (adults
typically do not need to take admissions tests, such as the SAT or ACT; you will, however, need to take
a graduate admission test, such as the GRE or GMAT, if you plan to attend graduate school).

e Order transcripts from colleges and educational programs you have attended in the past.

e Create a file that contains information about educational activities you have completed. The file might
include college transcripts, your resume, seminar, workshop outlines and certificates. This information
can help you write an admission essay, if required. Prepare a portfolio to receive credit for prior
learning and plan your degree program with a college advisor.
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Other Concerns

Cost

Many adults worry about the cost of attending college. These costs can range from tuition and books to
increased expenses for child care - and if you decide to reduce your hours or stop working while you attend
college, a reduction in family income. As you think about how you can pay for your education, explore financial
aid opportunities that can help meet college expenses:

° Check with your supervisor or human resources department to see if your employer has a tuition
reimbursement program that pays for some or all of the cost of college classes. (For other financial aid
questions, see previous sections in this packet entitled “Eliminate the Money Question” and “Financial Aid
Timeline.”

Time

Often the keys to success in college are the same as the keys to success in most endeavors: plan ahead,
prioritize, be determined, ask for help when you need it - from friends, family, classmates, employers, college
personnel and professors — and keep your sense of humor. Some of the steps you can take to prepare
yourself before you enroll include:

o Talk with your family and employer about ways they can help you balance family, work and school
obligations.

e Consider how you could utilize school projects to help your employer.

e Think about how your priorities and commitments may need to change once you start classes; for
example, will you still have time to clean the house regularly or can you ask your family to help or clean
less often.

e Consider how you will handle the unexpected; from lost house keys to a week of chicken pox, make
plans before the emergency.

Additional Resources

To learn more about your college options and preparing to go back to school, contact Learn More at 1-800-
992-2076 or www.learnmoreindiana.org.

Ask for free copies of:
e Finding Money for Your Education
Veterans' Educational Benefit Programs
Financial Aid for Adult Students
Indiana's Workforce Development Centers
Strategies for Reducing College Costs
Financial Aid for Graduate Students
Study Skills booklet
Choosing a College
Bachelor's, Masters, Doctorate and Professional Degrees
Associate's Degrees and Certificates
Learn the Lingo - A Glossary of College Terms
College Credit for Past Education and Life Experience
Choosing a College Major
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Other Resources and Programs

How to Access the Internet
If you do not have regular internet access at your home, here are some places that you can go to access the
internet for the resources mentioned in this packet.

e Local library

e |ocal school

e Relatives

e Friends

How to Address Conflicts in School or at Home which May Impact your Child’s School
Performance

If your child is having problems at home that you think might affect school work, make an appointment with
the teacher and the school's guidance counselor to make them aware of the problem.

If your child reports tension with a teacher, you should talk over the problem with your child first and try to
understand what is happening from his or her point of view.

Next, you should make an appointment to talk with the teacher. Before you go to the appointment, make a
list of the problems. Go over the list with the teacher and try to see the problems from the teacher's point of
view. If possible, talk to the teacher respectfully and avoid negative accusations.

If further action is needed, you have several choices as to what to do next.
You can:

o Talk with the principal and / or guidance counselor.
o Ask to see your child's file.
o Ask for a different teacher.

Federal Family Education Rights and Privacy Act
Under this federal law you have the right to review your child's file. You can ask the principal to remove

negative comments from the file if they are no longer relevant. This will keep the comments from influencing
the child's new teacher.

All Kids Covered Program
What is All Kids?
The All Kids Program is a complete healthcare program for every child in lllinois. lllinois is the first state in the

nation to ensure that every child, regardless of medical conditions or income, has access to healthcare. Read
on for more answers to questions about All Kids or review the All Kids Booklet (PDF).

What does All Kids Cover?

All Kids is complete health insurance for your child. All Kids covers doctor visits, hospital stays, prescription
drugs, vision care, dental care and eyeglasses. All Kids covers regular check-ups and immunization shots. All
Kids also covers special services like medical equipment, speech therapy and physical therapy for children
who need them.
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Who can get All Kids?
Children can get All Kids health insurance if:
e They live in lllinois.

e They are age 18 or younger.
e They meet the insurance requirements.

Is there an income limit for All Kids?
No. Children can qualify for All Kids no matter how much money their parents earn.
What happened to KidCare and Medicaid?

KidCare and Medicaid are now part of All Kids. Children who have KidCare or Medicaid are automatically
enrolled in All Kids.

What about health insurance for parents?
Illinois’ FamilyCare health insurance covers parents but there is a limit to how much income parents can have

to get FamilyCare. Parents and children can apply on the same application. For more information check out
the FamilyCare Web site.

How does immigration status affect my child’s ability to get All Kids?

As long as children meet the other requirements, they can get All Kids regardless of immigration status. They
must live in lllinois. If children come to lllinois just to get medical care, they will not qualify for All Kids.

My son is not a citizen of the U.S. If he uses All Kids, will it keep him from becoming a permanent resident
because he will be a public charge?

All Kids health insurance will not affect your child’s immigration status as long as your child does not receive
long term care in a nursing home or mental health facility.

Insurance Requirements for All Kids
Your family can qualify for All Kids if your children do not have health insurance.

This year, children must have been uninsured since January 1, 2006, to qualify. Starting in 2007, children
must be uninsured for 12 months to get All Kids.

Children who have health insurance can qualify for All Kids as long as your family income meets certain
limits.

Look for your family size in the following list to find the income limit for children who already have insurance.

All Kids Income Limits for Children Who Have Insurance

Two person family: $26,000 per year
Three person family: $33,000 per year
Four person family: $40,000 per year
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Five person family: $47,000 per year
The limit is higher for larger families.

For more detailed information about All Kids costs see the Income Standards & Cost Sharing Chart. If your
family size and monthly income fit the limits for All Kids Assist, All Kids Share or All Kids Premium Level 1,
your children can qualify even if they have insurance already.

All Kids Income Limits for Children Who Have Insurance

Two person family: $26,000 per year
Three person family: $33,000 per year
Four person family: $40,000 per year
Five person family: $47,000 per year

The limit is higher for larger families.

My child’s health insurance only covers hospital stays. Can my child get All Kids?

Yes. Health insurance that covers only one service or one medical condition does not count when we decide if
your child can get All Kids. For instance, insurance that only covers vision, dental, cancer or hospital stays or
school-based health insurance does not count.

My child has a pre-existing medical condition. Can my child get All Kids?

Yes. Children who have a pre-existing medical condition can get All Kids.

All Kids Costs

Some families get All Kids for free. Some families have to pay premiums and co-payments for All Kids health
insurance. What you pay will depend on your income.

Monthly Premiums - You may have to pay a monthly premium for your children to get All Kids. A premium is a
monthly amount that some families must pay even if they do not use any health care that month.

Co-Payments - You may also have to pay a part of the cost of the health care your child gets from a doctor,
dentist or hospital. You may have to pay part of the cost of prescription drugs. These costs are called co-
payments.

You will never have to pay a co-payment when your child gets a regular check-up or shots. These are called
well-child visits and they are free for all children enrolled in All Kids.

The amount of premiums and co-payments you will have to pay depends on your income, the size of your
family and how many of your children get All Kids.

What will All Kids premiums and co-payments cost an average family?

Here are some examples of what All Kids will cost. If you apply for All Kids and qualify, we will send you a
notice telling you how much All Kids will cost your family. We will send you a bill every month if you have to
pay a premium.

Example - A family of four that makes up to $26,000 of gross income each year does not have to pay any
premiums or co-payments for their children.
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Example - A family of four that makes about $26,000 to $30,000 of gross income each year does not have to
pay any premiums. A family like this pays a $2 co-payment for each doctor visit or prescription. This family
would pay a maximum of $100 in total co-payments in a year.

Example - A family of four that makes about $30,000 to $40,000 of gross income each year pays premiums
of $15 per month for one child and $25 for two children. A family like this pays co-payments of $5 for a visit
to a doctor, $3 for each generic drug prescription and $5 for each brand name drug. This family would pay a
maximum of $100 in total co-payments in a year.

Example - A family of four that makes about $40,000 to $60,000 of gross income a year pays a premium of
$40 per month for one child and $80 a month for two children. A family like this would pay $10 for each
doctor visit, $3 for each generic drug prescription and $7 for each brand name drug. This family would pay
$100 if a child was hospitalized and 5 percent of the cost of any hospital outpatient service. The most this
family would pay in hospital costs is $500 per child per year.

Remember, no family ever has to pay for their children’s regular check-ups and immunizations.

How do | Apply for All Kids?

The easiest way to apply is using the Internet. You can fill in and submit an All Kids application online.

You can also download and print a copy of the All Kids application from the Web site.

There are All Kids Application Agents all over Illinois that can help you apply.

We can also send you an application in the mail, just call 1-866-All-Kids (1-866-255-5437). If you use a TTY,
call 1-877-204-1012.

What Happens After | Apply?

If your child qualifies for All Kids, we will send you an All Kids member handbook to explain how it works. We
will also send you an All Kids member card. In 2006, we will send you an All Kids card each month. Next year,
we plan to switch to sending All Kids cards once a year.

Can my child get Temporary All Kids Medical Benefits while you review my application?

Your child may get Temporary All Kids Medical Benefits while we review your application. If your child
gualifies, you will get a Notice of Temporary All Kids Medical Benefits in the mail.
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Appendix

PSAT, SAT, & ACT Test Preparation Resources

PSAT - http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/prep.html

SAT - http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/prep_one/prep_one.html
ACT - http://www.actstudent.org/testprep

Tests:

ACT: www.act.org/aap/

CLEP: www.collegeboard.org/clep/
PLAN: www.act.org/plan/

PSAT: www.collegeboard.com/counselors/psat/indx000.html

College Financial Planning:

College Choice Plan: www.collegechoiceplan.com or Toll Free 1-866-400-7526

College is Possible: www.collegeispossible.org

College Savings Plans Network: www.collegesavings.org or Toll Free 1-877-277-6496

Saving for College: www.savingforcollege.com

Financial Aid:

AmeriCorps: www.americorps.org or Toll Free 1-800-942-2677 - service opportunity that pays for college

AmeriCorps VISTA: www.americorps.org/vista/index.html

Toll Free 1-800-942-2677 - service opportunity that pays for college

College Board Online: www.collegeboard.com - SAT registration and preparation

College Net: www.collegenet.com/mach25 -- Scholarships

FAFSA: www.fafsa.ed.gov - Financial Aid

Fast Web: www.fastweb.com - Scholarship search

FinAid: www.finaid.com
Financial Aid Awareness Month Hotline: Toll Free 1-800-992-2076
National Fraud Information Center: www.fraud.org or Toll Free 1-800-876-7060

Peterson's Education Center: www.petersons.com

Sallie Mae: www.salliemae.com - Education lender

Scholarships: www.scholarships.com

Scholarship Resource Network Express: www.srnexpress.com

lllinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC): http://www.collegezone.com
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800-899-4722 - lllinois Student Assistance Commission

Wired Scholar www.wiredscholar.com

Miscellaneous Information:

Big Brothers Big Sisters National: www.bbbs.org

Network Student Service Center: www.icn.org or Toll Free 1-800-426-8899

Social Security Office Administration: www.ssa.gov/pubs/10002.html or Toll Free 1-800-722-1213

The Student Guide: www.studentaid.ed.gov/students/publications/student _guide/index.html

U. S. Department of Education: www.ed.gov/thinkcollege/

Adult Guide Resources
GED on TV. $45 enroliment fee pays for pre-tests, workbooks, and post test. To enroll, call 1-877-433-6688.

For more information, visit www.gedontv.org.
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Independent and Private Institutions

Augustana College

639 38t Street

Rock Island, IL 61201
http://www.augustana.edu
(800) 798-8100

Aurora University

345 South Gladstone
Aurora, IL 60506
http://www.aurora.edu/
(630) 892-6431

Barat College

700 East Westleigh Road

Lake Forest, IL 60045
http://www.50states.com/college/detail

/il/143163.htm
(847) 234-3000

Benedictine University
5700 College Road
Lisle, IL 60532
http://www.ben.edu/
(630)829-6000

Blackburn College

700 College Avenue
Carlinville, IL 62626
http://www.blackburn.edu/
(800) 233-3550

Bradley University

1501 West Bradley Avenue
Peoria, IL 61625
http://www.bradley.edu/
(309) 676-7611

Chicago School of Professional
Psychology

325 North Wells Street

Chicago, IL 60610
http://www.thechicagoschool.edu/
(312) 329-6600

College Mentors for Kids, Inc.

lllinois Colleges, Universities, and Community Colleges

University of Chicago
5801 South Ellis Avenue
Chicago, IL 60637
http://www.uchicago.edu/
(773) 702-1234

Columbia College Chicago
600 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, IL 60605
http://www.colum.edu/
(312) 663-1600

Concordia University-River Forest

DePaul University

1 East Jackson

Chicago, IL 60604
http://www.depaul.edu/
(312)362-8000

DeVry University

One Tower Lane

Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181
http://www.devry.edu/
(866) 338-7934

Dominican University
7900 West Division Street
River Forest, IL 60305
http://www.dom.edu/

(708) 366-2490

East-West University

816 South Michigan Avenue

Chicago, IL 60605
http://www.eastwest.edu/web/index.htm

(312) 939-0111

ElImhurst College

190 Prospect Avenue
Elmhurst, IL 60126
http://public.elmhurst.edu/

(630) 617-3500
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Erikson Institute

420 North Wabash Avenue
Chicago, IL 60611
http://www.erikson.edu/home.asp
(312)755-2250

Eureka College

300 East College Avenue
Eureka, IL 61530
http://www.eureka.edu/
1-888-438-7352

Greenville College

315 East College Avenue
Greenville, IL 62246
http://www.greenville.edu/
(618)6642880

lllinois College

1101 West College Avenue
Jacksonville, IL 62650
http://www.ic.edu/

(217) 245-3030

[llinois Institute of Art Chicago

350 North Orleans Street

Chicago, IL 60654
http://www.artinstitutes.edu/chicago/

Kendall College

900 N. North Branch Street
Chicago, IL 60622
http://www.kendall.edu/

1 (866) 667-3344

Knox College

2 East South Street
Galesburg, IL 61407
http://www.knox.edu/

(309) 341-7000

Lake Forest College

555 North Sheridan Road
Lake Forest, IL 60045
http://www.lakeforest.edu/

1(312) 280-3500

[llinois Institute of Technology
3300 South Federal Street
Chicago, IL 60616
http://www.iit.edu/

(312) 567 3000

lllinois Wesleyan University

1312 Park Street

Bloomington, IL 61701
http://www2.iwu.edu/home.shtml
(309) 556-1000

Judson College

1511 North State Street

Elgin, IL 60123
http://www.judsoncollege.edu/
(847) 628-2500
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(847) 234-3100

Lakeview College of Nursing
903 North Logan Avenue
Danville, IL 61832
http://www.lakeviewcol.edu/
(217)443-5238

Lewis University

One University Parkway
Romeoville, IL 60446
http://www.lewisu.edu/
(815) 838-0506

Lincoln Christian College and Seminary
100 Campus View Drive

Lincoln, IL 62656
http://www.lccs.edu/

(217) 732-3168

Loyola University Chicago
6525 North Sheridan Road
Chicago, IL 60626
http://www.luc.edu/

(773) 274-3000

Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago
1100 East 55t Street

Chicago, IL 60615
http://www.Istc.edu/

(773) 256-0700
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MacMurray College

447 East College Avenue
Jacksonville, IL 62650
http://www.mac.edu/homepage.html
(217) 479-7000

McKendree College

701 College Road

Lebanon, IL 62254
http://www.mac.edu/homepage.html
(618) 537-4481

Midwestern University
http://www.midwestern.edu/

Millikin University

1184 West Main Street
Decatur, IL 62522
http://www.millikin.edu/
1(800) 373-7733

Monmouth College

700 East Broadway
Monmouth, IL 61462
http://www.monm.edu/
(309) 457-2311

Moody Bible Institute

820 North LaSalle Boulevard
Chicago, IL 60610
http://www.moody.edu/
(312) 329-4000

National University of Health Sciences
200 East Roosevelt Road

Lombard, IL 60148
http://www.nuhs.edu/

1 (800) 826-6285

National-Louis University
122 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, IL 60603
http://www.nl.edu/home/
(312) 621-9650
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North Central College

30 North Brainard Street
Naperville, IL 60540
http://www.noctrl.edu/
(800) 411-1861

North Park University
3225 West Foster Avenue
Chicago, IL 60625
http://www.northpark.edu/
(773) 244-6200

Northern Seminary

660 East Butterfield Road

Lombard, IL 60148
http://www.seminary.edu/index.php
(630) 620-2100

Northwestern University

633 Clark Street

Evanston, IL 60208
http://www.northwestern.edu/
(847) 491-3741

Olivet Nazarene University
One University Avenue
Bourbonnais, IL 60914
http://www.olivet.edu/
(800) 648-1463

Principia College
Elsah, IL 62028
http://www.prin.edu/college/
(618) 374-2131

Quincy University

1800 College Avenue
Quincy, IL 62301
http://www.quincy.edu/
(217) 222-8020

Robert Morris College

401 South State Street
Chicago, IL 60605
http://www.robertmorris.edu/
(800) 762-5960
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Rockford College

5050 East State Street
Rockford, IL 61108
http://www.rockford.edu/
(815) 226-4000

Roosevelt University

430 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, IL 60605
http://www.roosevelt.edu/
(312) 341-3500

Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine
and Science

3333 Green Bay Road

North Chicago, IL 60064
http://www.rosalindfranklin.edu/

(847) 578-3000

Rush University

600 South Paulina Street, Suite 440
Chicago, IL 60612
http://www.rushu.rush.edu/

(312) 942-7100

Saint Anthony College of Nursing
5658 East State Street
Rockford, IL 61108
http://www.sacn.edu/

(815) 395-5091

University of Saint Francis
500 Wilcox Street

Joliet, IL 60435
http://www.stfrancis.edu/
(800) 735-7500

St. Xavier University
3700 West 103 Street
Chicago, IL 60655
http://www.sxu.edu/
(773) 298-3000

School of the Art Institute at Chicago
37 South Wabash

Chicago, IL 60603
http://www.artic.edu/saic/

(312) 899-5100
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Shimer College

3424 South State Street

Chicago, IL 60616
http://shimercollege.nisgroup.com/
(312) 235-3500

Spertus Institute of Jewish Studies
618 South Michigan

Chicago, IL 60605
http://www.spertus.edu/

(312) 322-1700

Toyota Technological Institute at Chicago
University Press Building

1427 East 60t Street, Second Floor
Chicago, IL 60637

http://www.tti-c.org/

(773) 834-2500

Trinity Christian College
6601 West College Drive
Palos Heights, IL 60463
http://www.trnty.edu/

1 (866) Trin-4-me

Trinity International University
2065 Half Day Road
Deerfield, IL 60015
http://www.tiu.edu/

(847) 317-7000

Vandercook College of Music
3140 South Federal Street
Chicago, IL 60616
http://www.vandercook.edu/
(312) 225-6288

Wheaton College

501 College Avenue
Wheaton, IL 60187
http://www.wheaton.edu/
(360) 752-5000
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Westwood College of Technology: Westwood College of Technology:

Woodride lllinois
7155 Janes Avenue
Woodridge, IL 60517

http://www.computertrainingschools.co

Calumet City, lllinois
80 River Oakes Drive
Calumet City, IL 60409

http://www.computertrainingschools.co

m/westwood/?schoollD=3298 m/westwood/?schoollD=3298

(630) 434-8244

(708) 832-1988

Westwood College of Technology:

Chicago, lllinois
4825 North Scott Street
Schiller Park, IL 60176

http://www.computertrainingschools.co

m/westwood/?schoollD=3298

(847) 928-0200

Public Institutions:

University of lllinois

Southern lllinois University

University of lllinois at Chicago
1200 West Harrison Street
Chicago, IL 60607
http://www.uic.edu/index.html/
(312) 996-4350

University of lllinois at Springfield
One University Plaza

Springfield, IL 62703
http://www.uis.edu/

(217) 206-6600

University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign (main campus)
306 Engineering Hall

Urbana, IL 61801

http://www.engr.uiuc.edu/

333-2280

Southern lllinois University Carbondale (main campus)
Mailcode 4710

Southern lllinois University

Carbondale, IL 62901

http://www.siuc.edu/

(618) 536-4405

College Mentors for Kids, Inc.
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[llinois Eastern Community
Colleges

City Colleges of Chicago

Southern lllinois University Edwardsville
SIUE

Edwardsville, IL 62026
http://www.siue.edu/

(618) 650-2000

Frontier Community College
2 Frontier Drive

Fairfield, IL 62837
http://www.iecc.edu/fcc/
(618) 842-3711

Lincoln Trail College
11220 State Highway 1
Robinson, IL 62454
http://www.iecc.edu/Itc/
(618) 544-8657

Olney Central College

305 North West Street
Olney, IL 62450
http://www.iecc.cc.il.us/occ/
(618) 395-7777

Wabash Valley College

2200 College Drive

Mt. Carmel, IL 62863
http://www.iecc.cc.il.us/occ/
(618) 262-8641

Richard J. Daley College
7500 South Pulaski
Chicago, IL 60652
http://daley.ccc.edu/
(773) 838-7500

Kennedy-King College

6800 South Wentworth Avenue
Chicago, IL 60621
http://kennedyking.ccc.edu/
(773) 602-5000

Malcolm X College

1900 West Van Buren
Chicago, IL 60612
http://malcolmx.ccc.edu/

(312) 850-7000

College Mentors for Kids, Inc.
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Chicago State University
9501 South King Drive
Chicago, IL 60628
http://www.csu.edu/
(773) 995-2000

Eastern lllinois University
600 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston, IL 61920
http://www.eiu.edu/
(217) 581-5000

Governors State University
One University Parkway
University Park, IL 60466
http://www.govst.edu/
(708) 534-5000

Illinois State University
Normal, IL 61790
http://www.ilstu.edu/
(309) 438-2111

Olive-Harvey College
10001 South Woodlawn
Chicago, IL 60628
http://oliveharvey.ccc.edu/
(773) 291-6100

Harry S. Truman College

1145 West Wilson Avenue

Chicago, IL 60640
http://www.trumancollege.cc/index.php
(773) 907-4000

Harold Washington College
30 East Lake Street
Chicago, IL 60601
http://hwashington.ccc.edu/
(312) 553-5600

Wilbur Wright College

4300 North Narragansett Avenue
Chicago, IL 60634
http://wright.ccc.edu/

(773) 777-7900

Western lllinois University

One University Circle
Macomb, IL 61455
http://www.wiu.edu/
(309) 298-3157

Northern lllinois University

Williston Hall 101
P.0. Box 3001
DeKalb, IL 60115

http://www.niu.edu/index.html

(800) 892-3050

Oakton Community College

1600 East Golf Road
Des Plaines, IL 60016

http://www.oakton.edu/

(847) 635-1600

College Mentors for Kids, Inc.
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Black Hawk College
6600 34th Avenue
Moline, IL 61265
http://www.bhc.edu/
(309) 796-5000

College of DuPage
425 Fawell Boulevard
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
http://www.cod.edu/
(630) 942-2800

Elgin Community College
1700 Spartan Drive
Elgin, IL 60123
http://www.elgin.edu/
(847) 697-1000

Heartland Community College
http://www.hcc.cc.il.us/

Illinois Central College
1 College Drive

East Peoria, IL 61635
http://www.icc.edu/
(309) 694-5-ICC

Joliet Junior College
1215 Houbolt Road
Joliet, IL 60431
http://www.jjc.edu/
(815) 729-9020

Kaskaskia College
27210 College Road
Centralia, IL 62801
http://www.kc.cc.il.us/
(618) 545-3000

College of Lake County

19351 West Washington Street
Grayslake, IL 60030
http://www.clcillinois.edu/
(847) 543-2000

College Mentors for Kids, Inc.

Lewis & Clark Community College

5800 Godfrey Road

Godfrey, IL 62035
http://www.lc.edu/WebPage03.nsf/Main
Page03?0penForm

(618) 466-7000

John A. Logan College
700 Logan College Road
Carterville, IL 62918
http://www.jal.cc.il.us/
(618) 9583741

Moraine Valley Community College
9000 West College Parkway

Palos Hills, IL 60465
http://www.morainevalley.edu/
(708) 974-4300

Rock Valley College

3301 North Mulford Road
Rockford, IL 6114
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/
(815) 921-7821

Sauk Valley Community College
173 lllinois Route 2

Dixon, IL 61021
http://www.svcc.edu/

(815) 288-5511

South Suburban College
15800 South State Street
South Holland, IL 60473
http://www.ssc.cc.il.us/
(708) 596-2000

Southwestern lllinois College (Formerly
Belleville Area College
http://www.southwestern.cc.il.us/

Triton College

2000 Fifth Avenue

River Grove, IL 60171
http://www.triton.edu/cgi-
bin/r.cgi/index.html

(708) 456-0300
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John Wood Community College
1301 South 48t Street
Quincy, IL 62305
http://www.jwcc.edu/

(217) 224-6500

Parkland College

2400 West Bradley Avenue
Champaign, IL 61821
http://www.parkland.edu/
(217) 351-2200

Morton College

3801 South Central Avenue
Cicero, IL 60804
http://www.morton.edu/
(708) 656-8000

Prairie State College

202 South Halsted Street
Chicago Heights, IL 60411
http://www.prairie.cc.il.us/
(708) 709-3500

Rend Lake College

468 North Ken Gray Parkway
Ina, IL 62846
http://www.rlc.cc.il.us/
(618) 437-5321

Danville Area Community College
Martin Luther King Memorial Way
2000 East Main Street

Danville, IL 61832
http://www.dacc.cc.il.us/

(217) 443-3222

East St. Louis Community College Center
601 James R. Thompson Boulevard

East St. Louis, IL 62201
http://www.eslccc.com/

(618) 874-8700

Harper College

1200 W. Algonquin Road

Palatine, IL 60067
http://goforward.harpercollege.edu/page

Highland Community College
2998 West Pearl City Road
Freeport, IL 61302
http://www.highland.cc.il.us/

.cfm?p=1
(847) 925-6707

College Mentors for Kids, Inc.

(815) 235-6121

Illinois Valley Community College
815 North Orlando Smith Avenue
Oglesby, IL 61348
http://www.ivcc.edu/

(815) 224-2720

Kankakee Community College
100 College Drive

Kankakee, IL 60901
http://www.kcc.cc.il.us/
(815) 802-8100

Kishwaukee College

21193 Malta Road

Malta, IL 60150
http://www.kishwaukeecollege.edu/
(815) 825-2086

Lake Land College

5001 Lake Land Boulevard
Mattoon, IL 61938
http://www.lakeland.cc.il.us/
(217) 234-5434

Lincoln Land Community College
5250 Shepherd Road

Box 19256

Springfield, IL 62794
http://www.llcc.edu/

(800) 727-4161

McHenry County College
8900 US Highway 14
Crystal Lake, IL 60012
http://www.mchenry.edu/
(815) 455-3700

Richland Community College
One College Park

Decatur, IL 62521
http://www.richland.edu/
(217) 875-7200
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Carl Sandburg College

2400 Tom L. Wilson Boulevard
Galesburg, IL 61401
http://www.sandburg.edu/
(309) 3442518

Shawnee Community College
8364 College Road

Ullin, IL 62992
http://www.shawneecc.edu/
(618) 634-3200

Southeastern lllinois College
3575 College Road
Harrisburg, IL 62946
http://www.sic.cc.il.us/
(618) 252-5400

Spoon River College
23235 North County Road 22
Canton, IL 61520

http://www.spoonrivercollege.net/

(309) 647-4645

Waubonsee Community College
Route 47 at Waubonsee Drive
Sugar Grove, IL 60554
http://www.wcc.cc.il.us/

(630) 466-7900
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212 West 10t Street, Suite B260
Indianapolis, IN 46202

Phone: 317-921-1798
Fax: 317-921-1799
Toll-Free: 1-877-473-2635
www.collegementors.org
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